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In brief…

The Department of Veterinary Basic Sciences is responsible for teaching and research in various basic science disciplines including Anatomy, Biochemistry, Molecular and Cellular Biology, Pharmacology, Genetics and Physiology. Department staff are based at both the Camden and Hawkshead campuses.
Focus
The Department’s focus is to advance understanding of animal biology from the molecular level to the whole animal level and within this environment to train undergraduate and postgraduate students. The Department is committed to the provision of training of the highest standards and to the development of innovative methodologies. The Department’s research interests, which feed into the College wide research themes, includes longstanding international strengths in a number of areas including Biomechanics, Musculoskeletal biology, Cardiovascular biology, Reproduction and Pharmacology. 
Structure
Head of Department – Neil Stickland
Assistant Heads of Department – Caroline Wheeler-Jones, Nigel Goode
Laboratory Manager – Michael Avella

Departmental Administrator – Karen Creeke

Academic Groups

The Department is divided into a number of administrative groups, members of which share common interests as well as laboratory and technical resource. The group leaders are all members of the Department’s Management Group.

There are 8 groups including 2 at Hawkshead and 6 at Camden:

Bone and Genetics – Lead by Andy Pitsillides
Cardiovascular – Lead by Kathy Botham
Structure & Motion (Hawkshead) – Lead by Alan Wilson
Muscle & Development – Lead by Imelda McGonnell
Pharmacology & Reproduction (Hawkshead) – Lead by Claire Wathes

Reproduction (Camden) – Lead by Eduardo Roldan

Immunology & Renal Biology – Lead by Rachel Lawrence
Teaching – Lead by Nigel Goode
Success stories
The Department has an excellent long term record of research funding. In recent years the Structure and Motion group have secured a number of large grants currently totalling £1.4million to investigate comparative animal locomotion, tracking and objective assessment of lameness. The Department’s Bone group also holds a programme grant of £1.56million from the Wellcome Trust to study the adaptive control of bone strength. An RCUK Fellowship in Biomechanics funded by EPSRC and a Career Development Fellowship funded by Wellcome Trust are held in the Department. Additionally the Department currently hosts one Career Development Fellowship in Renal Biology, funded by MRC and a University award in Insulin resistance funded by the Wellcome Trust.  Two Professors in the Department currently hold Royal Society Wolfson merit awards.  
The BVetMed course has recently undergone radical changes in its structure and delivery and this has included some major changes to the first two years of the course to which the Department has considerable input. We believe that these changes are an exciting and timely development which will be of significant benefit to current and future students. The relatively new BSc course is developing well and the research-rich focus of the course appears much appreciated by students. 

Looking to the future
The Department looks forward to developing the new College wide lifestyle research theme which will include a majority of research active staff within Veterinary Basic Sciences. We will build on our acknowledged strengths in research, as well as focusing on the development of new allied areas of research such as Biodiversity and Conservation. In teaching, we look forward to consolidating innovations in our current courses and to playing a major part in broadening and developing the potential entry routes into our degree programmes. 
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